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Ms. EckErt’s AP Modern World History 

Summer Assignment 2019 
 

Welcome to AP Modern World History! You read that right! This year the College Board has redesigned the course so it 

starts in 1200 CE, instead of the beginning of the world. However, in order to know where we’re going, we have to know 

where we’ve been. Therefore, the summer assignment is meant to get you familiar with world history leading up to 1200.  

AP Modern World History is a college level class, and therefore you should be prepared for college level work and 
expectations. This course will require outside reading and essay writing. At the end of it, you will have the opportunity to 
receive college credits for passing the AP Exam in May, but only if you are willing to put forth college level effort. It is 
imperative that all assignments be COMPLETED and turned in ON TIME in order for you to be successful.  
 
AP Modern World History is a thematic course designed to familiarize yourself with the broad patterns of the human 

experience. You will concentrate on change and continuity over time, the unique aspects of social, political, and economic 

institutions, and the common characteristics that tie them together. Throughout the year, you will actively compare 

cultures and look for historical patterns that stretch across time periods and tie all human populations together through 

history. You will need to apply historical thinking skills as you learn about the past. That being said, we’ll need to train 

ourselves to think like historians! 

THE AP SUMMER ASSIGNMENT IS DUE OUR 4th CLASS,  
A TEST ON THE INFORMATION LEARNED WILL BE THAT SAME DAY.  

Use your assignment to study for your test. 
 
This full assignment will also be posted on my Edmodo page. Please reference page 2 for instructions on how to access 

it.  The assignment consists of multiple open-ended questions to 13 Crash Course World History videos on YouTube (also 

accessible on other websites). Crash course videos run about 10-15 minutes long.  ALL ANSWERS ARE TO BE HAND-

WRITTEN in blue or black pen, just like they will have to be on the AP exam. Make sure your answers are legible.  If I cannot 

read it, I cannot grade it.  

Please remember that summer assignments are not designed to torture you (that comes later in the year! ) but to help 

you understand world history, practice some time management skills (beware trying to complete this the day before 

schools starts!!) and prepare you for the expectations and assignments to come.  Also, be aware of the fact that this needs 

to be your individual work – any plagiarism will result in a zero for this assignment and disciplinary action.  Should you 

have any questions regarding the assignment or the class, please feel free to email me at eeckert@dorchester2.k12.sc.us.  

 

If AP Modern World History is something you were not planning on taking, then please contact your school counselor 

immediately.  

Have a great summer! Best wishes, 

Ms. Eckert  

eeckert@dorchester2.k12.sc.us. 

mailto:eeckert@dorchester2.k12.sc.us
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AP World History with Ms. Eckert  

I'm using Edmodo in class with students and to keep 
parents informed! I'll use it to share important 
updates, assignments, and more. It's free and it 
takes under a minute to sign up! 

  

Students/Parents  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to www.edmodo.com 
on your computer or 
phone, click on “Join 
a Group” and follow 
instructions. 

 

 
YOUR CODE IS 

ffgxih 
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Crash Course World History Questions 

Directions: Answers must be hand-written NEATLY on a separate sheet of paper. Use this questions sheet as 

a cover sheet, and write the Crash Course video title before you begin your answers.  Throughout the AP course 

and during the exam, you will have to hand-write mostly all responses. May as well begin practicing your neat 

handwriting now. If answers are illegible, they will not be graded. You may need to slow down while you write, 

or rewrite a second draft. Answers must be written in complete sentences!  

Crash Course is a YouTube channel hosted by John Greene (dude who wrote The Fault In Our Stars). If he talks 

too fast, may I suggest turning on the subtitles, or even going to settings and slowing down the video a bit.  

Crash Course World History #1 Agricultural Revolution  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yocja_N5s1I  

1. How did humans live 15,000 years ago?  

2. Why did people live near the shore?  

3. Where did the cultivation of agriculture first arise?  

4. What are the advantages of having a reliable food supply?  

5. What are the disadvantages?  

6. What labor system tends to be associated with agricultural societies?  

7. Why do herders tend to move around a lot?  

8. What was the only domesticated animal in the Americas?  

9. What does the definition of "savage" tend to be?  

10. What are some of the bad things associated with agriculture?  

 

Crash Course World History #2 Indus River Valley 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n7ndRwqJYDM  

11. What is the problem with the term civilization?  

12. What are the symptoms of civilization?  

13. Where were the civilizations located 5,000 years ago? Why there? 

14. Where was the Indus Valley located?  

15. Who did the people of the Indus Valley trade with?  

16. Why does everything we know about the Indus Valley come from archaeology?  

17. Bullet point: What do we know about the Indus River Valley civilization? List some facts. 

18. How do we know they traded? How do we know they were peaceful? 

19. What caused the Indus River Valley Civilization to end?  

 

Crash Course World History #3 Mesopotamia  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sohXPx_XZ6Y   

20. What did Mesopotamia help create?  

21. What does "Meso" mean?  

22. What is one of the oldest forms of literature?  

23. What were the temples in Mesopotamia called?  

24. Describe Mesopotamian Gods.  

25. Describe the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.  

26. What role did the kings take on?  

27. What is the name of Mesopotamian writing?  

28. What does writing equal?  

29. How did the Mesopotamians acquire resources?  

30. Who was the king of Babylon? What was he famous for?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yocja_N5s1I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n7ndRwqJYDM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sohXPx_XZ6Y
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31. What did the Assyrians give us?   

 

Crash Course World History #4 Ancient Egypt 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z3Wvw6BivVI  

32. What shaped the world view of the Egyptians?  

33. Describe the Nile.  

34. Where did Egyptian communities exist?  

35. What were Egyptians buried with? Why?  

36. How was the king expected to act?  

37. What do the pyramids represent?  

38. Who built the pyramids?  

39. What type of writing do Egyptians have? 

 

Crash Course World History #5 The Persians & Greeks    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-mkVSasZIM   

40. Who founded the Persian empire? Where was it located?    

41. Where did Darius extend the empire?    

42. How did Persians rule over the people they conquered?    

43. What was the name of the Persian religion that considers itself to be the first monotheistic religion? What concepts 

did it introduce?    

44. What was unheard of in the Persian empire?    

45. Where did Greeks live? Define city-state.    

46. What did they all have? Who were considered citizens?    

47. What types of governments did the Greeks have?    

48. What made the Greeks view themselves as Greeks?    

49. Which Greek city-state was a democracy?    

50. Describe the Spartan society.    

 

Crash Course World History #6 Buddha and Ashoka    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Nn5uqE3C9w    

51. What was the first civilization in India?    

52. What are the earliest texts of Hinduism called?    

53. What is one of India's most lasting institutions?    

54. What is the caste system the foundation of?    

55. What is dharma? What is it determined by?    

56. What is the ultimate goal of Hinduism?    

57. What is the release from the cycle of life called?    

58. When does Buddhism start?    

59. What was the name of the prince who founded Buddhism?    

60. What came to the Buddha after meditating under a tree for a month?    

61. What did the Buddha teach?    

62. According to the Buddha, how does one stop suffering?    

63. How does one stop desiring?    

64. What does Buddhism involve as a religion?    

65. Why was Buddhism attractive to people in India?    

66. In how many life cycles can one achieve Nirvana?    

67. What was India throughout most of history?    

68. When did India experience political unity?    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z3Wvw6BivVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-mkVSasZIM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Nn5uqE3C9w
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69. Why did Ashoka convert to Buddhism?    

70. What did Ashoka build all over his kingdom to show his devotion to Buddhism?    

71. Which is the most flexible of all world religions?    

72. What happened to Buddhism in India?    

73. Where did the Buddha's teachings migrate to?       

    

Crash Course World History #7 Chinese History    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylWORyToTo4    

74. Why was China considered the first modern state?    

75. How long did it last?    

76. How is Chinese history divided?    

77. What makes a dynasty a dynasty?    

78. What generally ends a dynasty?    

79. What was the first Chinese dynasty?    

80. Which dynasty ended the warring states period and reunified China?    

81. Which Chinese dynasty were actually Mongols?     

82. Which dynasty made the Great Wall and made amazing vases?    

83. Which was the last Chinese dynasty?    

84. In what year did the Chinese dynastic system end?    

85. Which dynasty does the Mandate of Heaven come from? Why did they invent it?    

86. How long did the dynastic Mandate of Heaven cycle last?    

87. Which dynasty gave China its name?    

88. What was the accomplishment of the Qin?    

89. Which Chinese philosophy did the Han rule by?    

90. What did Confucius hope his teachings would create?    

91. Who was the model according to Confucius?    

92. How should people live their lives according to Confucius?    

93. What is the most important relationship in Confucianism?    

94. What is the term for the son treating his father with reverential respect?    

95. What does Ren mean?    

96. What does Li mean?    

97. How should good emperors behave? How did an emperor retain the Mandate of Heaven?       

    

Crash Course World History #11 Christianity from Judaism to Constantine    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TG55ErfdaeY    

98. Why does any understanding of Christianity have to start with Judaism?    

99. What is monotheism?    

100. What was the covenant that the Hebrews made with God?    

101. What does the Jewish God "Yaweh" demand?    

102. Who was attracted to Jesus's message?    

103. Who crucified Jesus? Why?    

104. What did people believe about Jesus?     

105. Why did Jesus become more important than Augustus who also claimed to be the son of God?    

106. What made Christianity a world religion as opposed to Judaism?    

107. Who did Saul become? Why? What did he do?    

108. What was a third reason that allowed for the spread of Christianity in the Roman Empire?    

109. How did the Romans treat early Christians?    

110. Which emperor stopped the persecution of Christians and became a Christian himself?    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylWORyToTo4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TG55ErfdaeY
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Crash Course World History #12 Fall of the Roman Empire     

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3PszVWZNWVA    

111. When was the city of Rome conquered? Who conquered it?    

112. When did the fall of Rome begin?    

113. Who were the mercenaries mostly loyal to?    

114. Which Roman Empire survived until the 15th century? Where was it located?    

115. What was the capital of the Byzantine Empire?     

116. Where were the two main centers of Christianity located?    

117. What happened to Rome's population compared to Constantinople?    

118. What language did they speak in Rome? What language did the speak in Constantinople?    

119. What type of law did the Byzantines follow?    

120. What was one of the greatest achievements of the Byzantines? Which emperor gets the credit?    

121. Which famous church did Justinian build? What is it today?     

122. What were the Romans remarkable at?    

123. What did Justinian's wife Theodora do for women's rights in the Byzantine Empire?    

124. Which type of Christianity did the Byzantine's follow?    

125. Who is the head of the Roman Catholic Church? Who is the head of the Greek Orthodox church?    

126. Why was there no power struggle  between rulers and the patriarch in the orthodox church? What was the 

name for it?    

127. How many years did the Roman Empire last after the fall of Rome?  

 

Crash Course World History #13 Islam  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpcbfxtdoI8  

128. When does the story of Islam begin?  

129. Who is the prophet of Islam?  

130. Where did Islam begin?  

131. What do Muslims believe about Mohammed?  

132. What is the name of their holy book? How is it different from Jewish and Christian sacred texts?   

133. What are the two main themes of the Quran (Koran)?  

134. What are the Five Pillars of Islam?   

135. What is the hajj?  

136. What is sharia?  

137. What is the definition of a Muslim?  

138. What is the umma?  

139. What is the hijra?  

140. What happened in Medina?  

141. Where do Muslims pray to?  

142. What is a caliph?  

143. Who was the first caliph?  

144. What are the two major sects of Islam?  

145. What areas were conquered by the Islamic empires?  

  

Crash Course World History #14 Dark Ages  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QV7CanyzhZg  

146. What time period is called the Middle Ages in Europe?  

147. When did the plague hit?  

148. Describe Medieval Europe.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3PszVWZNWVA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpcbfxtdoI8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QV7CanyzhZg
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149. What is feudalism?  

150. Who were the lords? Who were the vassals?   

151. Who were the peasants?  

152. What is another reason that the Dark Ages called "Dark"?  

153. Where were things brighter?  

154. When did the Abassids take over? When were they defeated? Who defeated them?  

155. Where was the Golden Age of Islam?  

156. Which city was the center of scholarship?  

157. Which Greek works did they translate and preserve?  

158. Which mathematical concept did they adopt from India?  

159. Which city in Spain was an example of Islamic architecture?  

 

Crash Course World History #224 The Vikings  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wc5zUK2MKNY  

160. Where were the Vikings from? Where did they sail?   

161. When was the Viking age?  

162. Describe Viking expeditions.  

163. Why did the Vikings settle in places?  

164. How do we know about the Vikings?  

165. What have archaeologists discovered?  

166. What is a saga? When they were written? 

167. What was the Vikings primary interaction with Western Europe?  

168. Why were monasteries good targets?  

169. What did Vikings eventually turn to? Why? 

170. Which areas were tied together in the North Atlantic by the Vikings?  

171. What did the Vikings trade?  

172. How did Christians characterize Viking religion?  

173. What is the real lesson of the Vikings? 

 

Crash Course World History #16 Mansu Musa and Africa  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvnU0v6hcUo  

174. How was much of African history preserved?  

175. Which West African empire did Mansa Musa rule over?  

176. When did he make the pilgrimage to Mecca?  

177. What did he spend a lot of on his journey? What was the effect?  

178. Which was the largest city in the empire of Mali?  

179. What did the Berbers offer? What did they get in exchange?  

180. Which types of Africans converted to Islam?  

181. What was the first empire in West Africa? When did it take off?  

182. What did Mansa Musa build in Mali after he returned from Mecca?  

183. Which famous Muslim traveler visited Mali?  

184. What type of civilization was on the eastern shore of Africa?  

185. What language group is Swahili part of?   

186. What did the Bantu bring to East Africa?  

187. When did the Swahili civilization begin? Which traders arrived on their shore?  

188. Which Muslim traveler visited Kilwa?  

189. What did they export from Kilwa? What did they import?  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wc5zUK2MKNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvnU0v6hcUo

